EQUAL REMUNERATION ACT, 1976

Duty of employer to pay equal remuneration to men and women workers for same
work or work of a similar nature. -- (1) No employer shall pay to any worker, remuneration,
whether payable in cash or in any kind, at rates less favourable than those at which remuneration
is paid by him to the workers of the opposite sex for performing the same work or work of a
similar nature.
(2) No employer shall, for the purpose of complying with the provisions of sub-section (1),
reduce the rate of remuneration of any worker.
No discrimination to be made while recruiting men and women workers. -- Under this Act, no
employer shall, while making recruitment for the same work or work of a similar nature, or in
any condition of service subsequent to recruitment such as promotions, training or transfer, make
any discrimination against women except where the employment of women in such work is
prohibited or restricted by or under any law for the time being in force:
Advisory Committee. -- (1) For the purpose of providing increasing employment opportunities
for women, the appropriate Government shall constitute one or more Advisory Committees to
advise it with regard to the extend to which women may be employed in such establishments or
employments as the Central Government may, by notification, specify in this behalf.
(2) Every Advisory Committee shall consist of not less than ten persons, to be nominated by the
appropriate Government, of which one-half shall be women.
(3) In tendering its advice, the Advisory Committee shall have regard to the number of women
employed in the concerned establishment or employment, the nature of work, hours of work,
suitability of women for employment, as the case may be, the need for providing increasing
employment opportunities for women, including part-time employment, and such other relevant
factors as the Committee may think fit.
Duty of employers to maintain registers. -- On and from the commencement of this Act, every
employer shall maintain such registers and other documents in relation to the workers employed
by him as may be prescribed.
Inspectors. -- (1) The appropriate Government may, by notification, appoint such persons as it
think fit to be Inspectors for the purpose of making an investigation as to whether the provisions
of this Act, or the rules made thereunder, are being complied with by employers, and may define
the local limits within which an Inspector may make such investigation.
An Inspector may, at any place within the local limits of his jurisdiction, -(a) enter, at any reasonable time with such assistance as he thinks fit, any building, factory,
premises or vessel:
(b) require any employer to produce any register, mister-roll or other documents relating to the
employment of workers, and examine such documents;
(c) take on the spot or otherwise, the evidence of any person for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the provisions of this Act are being, or have been, complied with:

(d) examine the employer, his agent or servant or any other person found in charge of the
establishment or any premises connected therewith or any person whom the Inspector has
reasonable cause to believe to be, or to have been a worker in the establishment;
(e) make copies, or take extracts from, any register or other document maintained in
relation to the establishment under this Act.
Penalties. -- If, after the commencement of this Act, any employer—
(a) makes any recruitment in contravention of the provisions of his Act, or
(b) makes any payment or remuneration at unequal rates to men and women worker, for the same
work or work of a similar nature, or
(c) makes any discrimination between men and women workers in contravention of the
provisions of this Act, or
(d) omits or fails to carry out any direction made by the appropriate Government
he shall be punishable with fine which shall not be less than ten thousand rupees but which may
extend to twenty thousand rupees or with imprisonment for a term which shall be not less than
three months but which may extend to one year or with both for the first offence, and with
imprisonment which may extend to two years for the second and subsequent offences.

If any person being required so to do, omits or refuses to produce to an Inspector any register or
other document or to give any information, he shall be punishable with fine, which may extend
to five thousand rupees.

